Background information
Year: 19th 
Date: 21 to 26 April 2009 
Venue: Incheba Expo Bratislava 
Organiser: Incheba, a.s.
Auspices: Ľubomír Jahnátek, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy of the 
                  Slovak Republic 
                  Ľubomír Vážny, Minister of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications of 
                  the Slovak Republic
Expert cooperation: Institute of Forensic Engineering at the Žilina University
                                   Autoškola Marína s.r.o. driving school


 

Media partners: FUN radio


       Internet portal zoznam.sk
Number of direct exhibitors: 

145
of which foreign: 



8
domestic: 




137

Gross area: 




40 000 m2 
Side events: 



6 000 m2

Number of visitors: 


180 211

Number of registered journalists: 
511
Number of makes participating:
38

Number of Slovak exhibition premieres: 55
Participating countries: 4 the Czech Republic, Poland, Lithuania, Slovakia
Exhibition opening ceremony
The opening ceremony of the Autosalón/Autoservis Bratislava 2009 exhibition took place on 26 April in the EXPO CLUB. The opening ceremony was attended by: State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications, Dušan Švantner; State Secretaries of the Slovak Ministry of Education, Bibiana Obrinčáková and Jozef Habánik; President of the Slovak Police Force Ján Packa; Chairman of the Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SOPK), Peter Mihók; Director General of the Railway Police, Tibor Gaplovský; Members of the European Parliament, Irena Belohorská and Sergej Kozlík; Mayors of Bratislava I and III municipality Richard Frimmel and Slavomír Drozd; President of the Federation of Mechanical Engineering, Milan Cagala; and other government officials as well as members of diplomatic corps accredited in the Slovak Republic.
Alexander Rozin, Director General of Incheba a.s., Peter Mihók, Chairman of SOPK, Milan Cagala, President of the Federation of Mechanical Engineering, and Dušan Švantner, State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications, spoke to guests during the opening ceremony. In their speeches they highly appreciated the high quality level and creative form of presentation of expositions, the number of showcased makes which the organisers were able to bring even despite the severe impact of economic recession on the global automotive industry. At the end they wished all exhibitors a lot of business success as well as new contracts and cut the symbolic ribbon to open the exhibition. 

After the opening ceremony Ivan Gašparovič, the President of the Slovak Republic, appeared at the exhibition. All attending guests joined the President and set out to see the exhibition, showing great interest in individual expositions and, in particular, the latest models of cars and motorcycles.
The car show was also attended by many important politicians and personalities of both public and cultural life: Deputy Prime Minister Dušan Čaplovič, State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications Milan Mojš, State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of Finance František Palko and Chairman of the Slovak Association of Towns and Municipalities (ZMOS) Michal Sýkora.
Side events
Side events were organised both for experts and the general public. Side events for the general public included an off-road track 4x4, traffic playground, crash tests, opening of the tuning season, autograph sessions and exhibitions of renowned motorsport personalities, cultural programmes within individual expositions and an exposition of vintage cars in the Hall A1.
Side events for experts included a presentation of the City Safety technology used in Volvo C60 held from 21 to 22 April 2009 in the open area G at the EXPO ARENA.
On Thursday, 23 April 2009, a big “courier test” took place in the open area D with the participation of 10 representatives of courier companies active in Slovakia and 11 utility vehicles provided by importers. The circuit set up at the exhibition centre simulated standard driving manoeuvres in the city traffic and the participating couriers consider this event to be a unique opportunity to try what the market has to offer at the moment. 
The long-awaited crash tests organised by the Autoškola Marína driving school in cooperation with the Institute of Forensic Engineering at the Žilina University took place on Saturday in the open area D. This unique programme held in Slovakia once a year during the Autosalón Bratislava exhibition attracted experts as well as the general public. Three crash tests were carried out during the day: “Crash test vehicle – rigid barrier”, “Crash test vehicle – motorcyclist” and “Crash test vehicle – cyclist”. These crash tests demonstrated the rescue of accident victims by the Fire and Rescue Corps. Interest in the programme was also confirmed by a high attendance rate and “Crash tests” held in the open area D attracted almost 1 000 spectators. The spectators could see real consequences of a collision of a vehicle with various types of barriers. In order to preserve the authenticity, dummies of real sizes and weights were used.
For the fifth time the tuning season was opened in the open area E on Sunday, 26 April 2009.  It was organised by the publisher of the AT Magazín in cooperation with Incheba a.s. A great amount of attention was paid to this event by car tuning enthusiasts who presented more than 300 modified cars. The success of this programme was also underlined by a high attendance rate in the open area (almost 4000 visitors). At the end of the event the visitors voted for the three most attractive modified cars, the owners of which were awarded valuable prizes. 

Results of the competition
A competition for the Autosalón Bratislava 2009 prizes for the most interactive exposition was announced on the first day of the exhibition. Prizes were awarded to: Mercedes-Benz Slovakia, s.r.o., Renault Slovensko s.r.o., Peugeot Slovakia s.r.o. and Hyundai Motor Czech s.r.o. Organisational Unit Slovakia.

In cooperation with the publisher of the Nový Auto Magazíne and Halló Auto magazines, prizes were awarded in the following categories:
The most sporty car - PORSCHE CARRERA 4S

The most environment friendly car – TOYOTA PRIUS 

The most attractive novelty – MERCEDES-BENZ E Class
The best looking car – PEUGEOT 908 RC

a prize in a new category was awarded to: 

the most environment friendly make - RENAULT

Promotion of the exhibition
Promotion of the exhibition was effectively supported by media partners - FUN radio and the Internet portal Zoznam.sk. Articles were published prior to the exhibition and throughout its course in all specialized magazines such as Auto motor a šport, Autoaktuál,  Autožurnál, Autobild,  Transport, Svet motocyklov, Motomagazín, FAB, Autoburza which also provided their own PR information about the prepared car show.Advertisements of the car show were published in the most popular dailies - SME, Nový čas, Šport and Trend magazine. 

Much attention was paid to the exhibition in electronic media, especially in Slovenský rozhlas (Slovak radio), TV Markíza, TA3 all-news TV channel, STV, TV JOJ, Rádiožurnál, Radio Regina, Fun radio, Radio Expres. Promotion campaign was strengthened by a more intense use of citylights in Bratislava and billboards all around Slovakia as well as by commercials broadcasted before the main news on TV Markíza. Distribution of invitations to business partners proved to be a very efficient form of promotion. These were sent to 60 000 domestic and foreign entities. Great interest of the media was also demonstrated by the registration of domestic and foreign media employees (511 accredited) in the press centre during the exhibition.  
Market position
The 19th year of the international show of cars and accessories Autosalón/Autoservis Bratislava confirmed that, in terms of the range and composition of exhibitors, it ranks among the most prestigious motoring events in Slovakia and Central Europe. Even despite the current economic crisis which has strongly affected the automotive industry, the organisers managed to offer the visitors a high standard of expositions, a wide range of showcased makes as well as a high number of presented premieres.  With the exhibition area of more than 40 000 m2 the exhibition also confirmed a dominant position of Bratislava and surroundings in the sales of passenger and utility vehicles on the Slovak market. 

Despite the fact that the number of visitors (180 211) dropped by 15% compared an all-time high attendance rate registered in 2008, it confirmed that even in times of the economic recession there is still interest in this type of a motoring event held in the Slovak capital. The car show is a unique opportunity to compare and purchase new cars, and a meeting place of domestic and foreign business partners. Exhibition premises, new entrances to parking lots as well as the EXPO CLUB services improve Incheba’s infrastructure every year, as appreciated by exhibitors, experts and the general public visiting the exhibition.
Evaluation
In terms of the composition of exhibitors, occupied exhibition area, attendance rate and attractive side events the 19th year of the international show of cars and accessories Autosalón/Autoservis Bratislava 2009 was a ground-breaking year in the history of car shows held in Bratislava and, amidst huge savings in the automotive industry and cancellation of car shows around the world, it offered ways and possibilities of how to battle the impacts of the economic crisis. 
Participating exhibitors, visitors and media rated the AUTOSALÓN car show as a successful motoring event which fulfilled all their economic expectations despite being held in difficult times.
Information about the next year
The 20th year of the international show of cars, accessories, servicing and garage equipment Autosalón/Autoservis Bratislava 2010, to which we would like to cordially invite you, will be held from 13 to 18 April 2010 in Incheba Expo Bratislava. The Bratislava car show remains an attractive form of presentation, as confirmed by the fact that exhibitors expressed their interest in applications for the next year’s car show and the car manufacturers already booked their exhibition areas in halls during this year’s exhibition event. Despite the current economic crisis the automotive industry continues to rank among the most important industries in Slovakia.Bratislava and its surroundings contributes significantly to the sale of passenger cars and utility vehicles Therefore the participation in the Bratislava car show provides a unique opportunity to present the latest models, arrange meetings with business partners as well as establish new business contacts and attract customers. These are the main reasons which should help exhibitors in making a decision to participate in the Bratislava car show. We hope that you will find our offer to showcase your products at the Autosalón/Autoservis Bratislava 2010 exhibition attractive and that experts as well as the general public will have a chance to admire your exposition also next year. 

We are looking forward to meeting you.
